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SELECTMEN AND TREASURER’S 


REPORT. 





We, the undersigned, Selectmen and Treasurer of the town of 
Swanzey, respectfully submit the following financial report for 


the vear ending March 1, 1877. 
Appropriations in March, 1876: 

Support of schools, 

Support of poor, 


Town charges, including interest on town debt, 


Extinguishment of town debt, 
Repairs of Bridges, 
Repairs of highways, paid in labor, 





APRIL INVOICE, 1876. 


Resident real estate, 
Non-resident real estate, 
Mills and machinery, 
Money at interest, 
Stock in trade, 

Stock in banks, 

455 polls, 

$20 horses, ; 
866 cattle, 

395 sheep, 

53 carriages, 

3 hogs, 


Tota! valuation, 
Deductions for debts, 


Leaving the valuation for taxation, 
Rate per cent. on one hundred dollars, 


Tax resulting, 

Tax on 125 male dogs, 

Tax on 11 female dogs, 
Non-resident highway tax, 
School-house tax in district No. 11, 


Amount committed to collector, 


$1500 00 
600 00 
2000 00 
2000 00 
800 00 
1800 00 


$537,113 00 
91,880 00 
48,635 00 
24,534 00 
24,135 00 

5,500 00 
45,500 00 
20,530 00 
26,524 00 

1,268 00 

3,770 00 

50 00 

$829,439 00 
21,318 00 

$808,121 00 

1 20 








$9,697 46 
125 00 

22 00 

253 98 
1,427 41 





$11,525 85 


4 
RECEIPTS FOR 1876. 


Cash remaininy in the treasury, March 1, 1876, 
Received from the State, Savings Bank tax for 1876, 
te Ye Se natn Railroad tax for 1876, 

A ih rate es Literary Fund for 1876, 


st: rin ** County, support of county paupers, 
- ‘© Sale of town bonds, 

aS as ‘* of old hearses, 

4 4. ‘* of old iron, 

‘* of Collector for 1875, 

gh os ‘ss ** Interest on taxes, 


*¢ + A.A. Ware, Guardian of George Dickinson, 
** *¢ Frank Mason for lot in Cemetery, 
Aid of R. J. Foster refunded, 


? 


MONEY BORROWED. 


April 1, 1876, A.& J. Holbrook ° 
‘ Roswell Whitoomb 
‘¢ Martha J. Baley 
‘¢ Ephraim Townes 
<¢  Sarah Willis 
'* ~ Oandis Bullock 
‘Julia A. Stratton 
_ Johnathan D. Ware 
Sophronia Hunt 
‘© Nancy Stratton 
«*  Ashuelot National Bank 
« Edmund A. Bourn 
“Sarah Willis 
‘© Sarah Willis 
Jan. 1, 1877, Harriet Alexander 
es a ‘* Citizens National Bank 
LBS ays ‘* Citizens National Bank 


6s ‘ 


oo 
Ca 


- 
. 


$16,078 25 


$225 27 
1485 90 
114 59 
177 75 
254 O1 
202 50 
15 15 
20 

825 54 
24 74 
87 35 
10 00 

2 03 





$3425 03 


$2700 00 
2564 00 
1700 00 
1000 00 
1000 00 

900 00 
900 00 
300 00 
180 00 
1025 00 
1518 00 
50 00 
550 00 
300 00 
350 00 
596 15 
395 10 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


TOWN OFFICERS. 
George W. Willis, Selectman for 1875, 
William C. Belding, fs 2 ee 
Daniel B. C. Hill, de “ a 
George I. Cutler, Town Clerk, ‘ ee 
George I. Cutler, Superintending School Committee 


for 1875, 
Henry Eames, Collector of taxes ‘ |. ‘* 
Enoch Howes, Treasurer e ‘ 
Benjamin F. Lombard, Moderator, ‘ “ 
George W. Richardson, Sexton, fh a 


George Whitcomb, Sexton, services in 1876 and 1877, 


0 


SUPPORT OF POOR. 


Daniel B. C. Hill, keeping 101 tramps, 
George G. Bidwell, ‘* 15 es 
George W. Howe, “s 10 ‘s 
Menry T. Bidwell, s 3 te 
Sarah Willis, meals for 8 es 


TOWN PAUPERS. 


S. H. Fox & Co., cash and provisions for widow Joseph 


Snow, 


Geo. I. Cutler, medical attendance on widow Joseph Snow, 


$125 00 
143 00 
120 00 

48 36 


50 00 
100 00 
35 00 
3 00 
39 00 
47 00 


$710 36 


$74 75 
14 00 
8 75 
3 25 
2 25 


$103 00 





$17 05 
6 00 


Lucy C. Munsell, nursing during sickness of widow Jo- 


seph Snow, 


4 25 


M. T. Tottingham, coffin and robe for widow Joseph Snow, 11 00 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Elias A. Thatcher, support of Elias and Catherine 
Thatcher, 
Michael Kane, sickness of Margaret Barry, 


George W. Eastman, board and car fare for William 


Eastman, 
Charles Talbott, wood for Mrs. Luther Smith, 





$38 30 


$104 00 
11 25 


11 50 
8 00 
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George F. Lane and Sons, provisions furnished Antoine 





Bergen, 4 95 

George W. Willis, carrying Mary Callahan to almshouse, 400 
George P. Ward, carrying Luther Smith to almshouse, 2 50 
Support otf Selleck Whitcomb and family, 161 04 
Support of Charles M. Starkey, 4 90 
Support of Eli Black, 4 29 
$316 43 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Sarah Willis, land damage, $508 00 
Luther S. Lane, ‘ i 75 00 
William Read, °*‘ ss 60 00 
Thomas H. Wellington, land damage, 10 00 
Daniel E. Woodward, *e ‘ ; 6 00 
Solon W. Snow, ‘ a 2 00 
John M. Forristail, building new highway, 845 00 
George W. Willis, building new and repairing old 

highways, 343 57 
George W. Willis, labor and money paid on stone for J. 

Hill bridge, 106 08 
George W. Willis, fill near L. N. Howes, ar la 
Amos L. Corey, repairs on roads and bridges, 136 76 
George G. Bidwell, breaking and repairing roads, 410 
Calvin E. Hills, breaking roads and snowing bridges, 5 25 
Edwin Hill, as es sf i s 475 
William C. Belding, ‘ ‘ fs ss . 4 38 
Oramon Snow, snowing Slate and village bridges, 7 00 
Leroy Starkey, breaking roads, 2 10 
Alonzo Farr, labor on highway and oak timber, 11 80 
Oren F. Oakman, labor on highways, 68 53 
Nahum Ward, a a 11 38 
George W. Perry, + “¢ 6 00 
D. B. C. Hill, “ 4 5 68 
Samuel Rockwood, ‘ Ae 3 64 
Philip P. Carlton, ‘F “ 3 38 
Volney A. Marcy, cutting ice on highway, : 6 12 
Stratton Mills, bridge plank and oak timber, 20 27 


Levi A. Fuller, bridge plank and stringers, 13 03 
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Jareb S, Herrick, bridge plank, 17 18 
Franklin Downing, ‘‘ ’ 16 61 
George W. Perry, ‘ « 11 34 
Marcus C. Stone, ae a 6 70 
Martin G. Wright ‘ “ 4 54 
Benjamin F. Lombard, bridge plank, 2 20 
E. Murdock, Jr., bridge piank and labor, 5 11 
D. B. C. Hill, repairs on village bridge, 17 70 
D. B. C. Hill, repairs on Cresson bridge and signboards, 15 37 
F. B. Clark, painting signboards for bridges, 9 00 
C. D. Strong, making signboards for bridges, 2 50 
David Parsons, repairs on covered bridges, 8 50 
James C. Eames, building two sluices, 16 96 
Benjamin Whitcomb, poles for railings, 2 50 
Amasa Ballou, damage to wall by digging bank, 3 08 
Amos E. Cummings, covering stones tor sluice, 2 00 

$2,448 24 

_ NOTES AND INTEREST PAID. 

R. & G. E. Whitcomb, three notes and interest, $5,128 83 
A. & J. Holbrook, two “ id meth ie uh 
Martha J. Baley, note and interest, 1,602 40 
Ashuelot National Bank, note and interest, 1,550 00 
Nancy Stratton, ee rs 1,025 00 
Sarah Willis. = ro 1,011 81 
Ephraim Townes, oS he 1,010 00 
Candis Bullock, we Hd 913 30 
Julia A. Stratton, a ss 903 64 
Jonathan D. Ware, e ae 374 91 
George E. Whitcomb, of Ss 310 50 
Sophronia Hunt, sf FM 183 23 
Citizens National Bank, ‘“ ae , 400 00 
Julia A. Stratton, endorsement, 150 00 
Nancy Stratton, a 125 00 
Roswell Whitcomb, ‘ 64 00 
A. & J. Holbrook, interest, 140 25 
Martha J. Baley, iH 111 75 
Roswell Whitcomb, os Aoi 
Nancy Stratton, 12 81 
Sarah Willis, ae 12 50 
Sophronia Hunt, is 2 25 
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Citizen’s National Bank, extend time on note, 
Bonds paid, 
Interest on town bonds, 


* Z 


el 


FOR SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


Appropriated by town, 
Literary Fund for 1875, 
Arising from taxation of dogs, 


Amount paid to the several Districts, 
Due District No. 2, 





INCIDENTALS. 


George L.; Underwood, damage to sheep by dogs, 


Orleans S. Eaton, “6 “6 és 


7 35 
1,350 00 
557 00 





$19,685 01 


$1,500 00 
162 54 
111 00 

$1,773 54 

$1,745 26 


28 28 





$1,773 54 


$5 00 
5 00 


Sylvester A. Daniels, Admr., ese to shes by dogs, 2 50 


Henry Holbrook, 
George O. Capron, “ ‘és 


2 00 
1 00 


Wheeler & Faulkner, tees on Lane’s petition and on suit of 
Holbrook and a. vs. Faulkner and a., &c., 89 00 


Wheeler & Faulkner, retainer for 1876, 

Julius N. Morse, printing town reports for 1875, 
Julius N. Morse, printing school notices, 

Julius N. Morse, printing road sales, 


6 00 
39 00 
3 00 
5 15 


W. H. Spalter & Co., two invoice records and order book, 22 50 


W. 4H. Spalter & Co., stationery and blank books, 
George W. Willis, recording real estate assessment, 
George W. Willis, stationery, check lists and postage, 


George W. Willis, taking eleven affidavits, 
J. G. Griffith, runners for hearses, 
Discount on taxes for 1876, 

Non-resident highway taxes paid in labor, 
Abatement of taxes for 1875, 

Lucius Thatcher, overtax for 1875 

Cyrus W. Stanley, overtax for 1875, 

R. & G. E. Whitcomb, overtax for 1876, 


8 55 
6 00 
4 64 
1 50 
73 00 
213 30 
50 72 
28 51 
4 05 
193 
1 74 
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George I. Cutler, reporting births and deaths for 1875, 12 75 
Enoch Howes, tolling bell for 1875, 6 50 
George W. Richardson, repairing and varnishing hearse, 4 00 
A. A. Ware, surveying new road, 2 00 
A. A. Ware, Supt. School Committee, for books, 60 
D. B. C. Hill, repairs on tomb, 13:75 
George I. Cutler, taking affidavits, 175 
George Whitcomb, sawing wood, &c., 1 75 
Riberts Hovey, wood for town house, 5 00 
Charles A. Hewett, damage to plough, 1 37 
Expense of committing George Dickinson to Asylum, 49 25 
J. P. Brown, board and clothing for George Dickinson, 37 10 
John 8S. Sargent, damage to sleigh on highway, 1 25 
Margaret Thompson, watering place for 1876, 3 00 
Murphy & Alexander, oa ‘ os 3 00 
William Read, sg af F 3 00 
Joseph W. Cummings, ‘ _t ut 3 00 
Stratton mills. is a by 3 00 
$726 16 

RECAPITULATION. 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash remaining in Treasury, March 1, 1876, $225 27 
Of the State, Savings Bank tax for 1876, 1,485 90 
i ‘© Railroad tax, a 114 59 
+. ‘+ Literary fund, 177 75 
Or the County, support of paupers, 254 01 
Of A. A. Ware, guardian of George Dickinson, 87 35 
Of the Collector for 1875, 825 54 
Of the Collector for 1875,-interest on taxes, 24 74 
Total amount committed to collector on town account, 10,098 44 
Borrowed during the year, 16,078 25 
From sale of town bonds, 202 50 
a “ old hearses, 15 15 
hy ‘¢ Jot in cemetery, | 10 00 
ns 4 old iron, 20 
Aid of R. J. Foster refunded, 2 03 


$29,601 72 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


Paid Town officers, 
State tax, 
County tax, 
Support of poor, 
Support of schools, 
Highways and bridges, 
Notes, bonds and interest, 
Incidentals, 
Tax remaining in collecturs hands, 


Remaining in treasury Mareh 1, 1877, 


LIABILITIES. 


NOTES AGAINST THE TOWN. 


A. & J. Holbrook, 

Roswell Whitcomb, 

Sarah Willis, 

Martha J. Baley, 

Candis Bullock, 

Nancy Stratton, 

Julia A.;Stratton, 

Citizens National Bank, 
Jonathan D. Ware, 

Harriet Alexander, 

Sophronia Hunt, 

Edmund A, Bourn, 

Bonds outstanding, 

Estimated interest due on above, 
Estimated due town officers tor 1876, 
Due school District No. 2, 


$ 710 36 
1,528 00 
914 44 
457 73 
1,745 26 
2,448 24 
19,685 01 
726 16 
1,195 94 
190 58 





$29,601 72 


$2,700 00 
2,500 00 
1,850 00 
1,700 00 

900 00 
900 O00 
750 00 
600 OU 
350 00 
350 00 
180 00 
50 00 
8,050 00 
400 00 
550 00 
28 28 





$21,858 28 
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ASSETS. 
Cash in treasury, $190 58 
Cash in collector’s hands, $1,195 94 
Due from county, $89 45 
$1,475 97 
Total amount of liabilities, $21, 858 28 
Total amount of assets, 1,475 97 


Leaving the indebtedness of the town at this date, 
March 1, 1877, $20,382 31 
GEORGE W. WILLIS, ee 


DANIEL B. C. HILL, of 
SILAS B. PARTRIDGE, Swanzey. 


ENOCH HOWES, Treasurer. 


RHPORT 


OF THE 
SUPERINTENDING ScHooL COMMITTEE 


OH SWANZEY, 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH FIRST, 
Life 





As required by law, the following Report pertaining to the 
Schools of Swanzey, for the year ending March 13, 1877, is re- 
spectfully submitted : 

The amount appropriated by the Town for Schools the past year 
was $1773.54, of which $1500.00 was voted to be raised by taxa- 
tion ; $162.54, avails of Literary Fund, and $111.00 was received 
from dog tax. } 

This was divided by giving each district $25.00 (with the ex- 
ception of No. 11, which having two schools, was allowed $50.00) 
and dividing the remainder—one half according to the valuation, 
and the other half in proportion to the number of scholars. 


Dist. No. 1. This is one of our smaller schools, numbering but 
15 scholars the first. term and 11 the second ; and six of these were 
children of French parents who speak their mother tongue at home, 
consequently labor under difficulty in learning the English at 
school. But they behaved well and made commendable progress. 

The Summer term was taught by Miss Flora E. Chamberlain. 
She is an energetic, wide-awake teacher, but hardly succeeded in 
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infusing the like energy into her pupils. She kept however a very 
good school. Over 30 visitors attended the closing examination. 

Miss L. Mabel Lane taught the Winter term. Combining dig- 
nity, ease of manner and decision in the school room, she succeeded 
in maintaining order, securing the respect of her pupils, and suatis- 
fying the reasonable expectations of the citizens of the district. 
There has been a fair degree of improvement during the year. 
Thanks to parents and others who lend a helping hand by visiting 
their schools and using their influence in the right direction to en- 
courage teacher and scholars, 


Dist. No, 2. Both terms of this school were taught by Miss 
Ellen Taft who was also the teacher last year. Universal satisfac- 
tion was given. There was an average attendance of more than 
fifty for the year. A large proportion of the scholars attended 
to writing and more than the usual quantity of time was devoted 
to this important but much neglected art. There was perhaps too 
much space passed over in reading, and too little attention given 
to defining words, inflection, and all those points which are essen- 
tial to good reading and a correct understanding of what is read. 
In a large school like this, composed of scholars of all grades, 
where all the common branches, Philosophy and Algebra are stud- 
ied, it is impossible for one teacher to accomplish everything desi- 
rable, but the motto “ Not how much but how well,’ is as applica- 
ble here as everywhere else. The Winter term was brought to a 
sudden close by the burning of the school-house on the morning of 
Jan. 16th. It had been built nine years and was one of the best 
in town. 


Dist. No. 3. A small, quiet and pretty good school, both terms 
of which were taugbt by Miss Lizzie C. Moors, She was quite 
young and this was her first experience in teaching. A little 
more energy by both teacher and pupils, and a greater variety of 
practical questions pertaining to the lessons, outside of the text 
books, would have been a decided improvement. There was only 
three and a half days’ absence in the Summer term of eleven weeks, 
making the per cent. of attendance nearly ninety-nine and one- 
halt,—a record of punctuality which was perhaps never before 
equaled in any school in Swanzey. 
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Dist. No. 4. Miss Clara E. Hardy taught the Summer term. 
She is an experienced teacher. Good order and a commendable 
degree of improvement were the results of her well directed efforts. 
Only one tardy mark. One half of the scholars studied Grammar 
and made a practical application of the same by writing composi- 
tions, 

The Winter term was taught 8 weeks by Miss Cora F. Lom- 
bard, when the money being expended, it was decided to continue 
the school several weeks longer by subscription; but by reason of 
the sickness of the teacher, the school closed prematurely without 
an examination. Miss Lombard is well qualified for a successful 
teacher _ Her school appeared well when first visited and it is pre- 
sumed to have been a good one. 


Dist. No.5. Both the Summer and Winter schools were un- 
der the mana,ement‘of Mrs. Clara EK. Robinson who taught also 
in the Fall a select school of eight weeks. It would be difficnlt to 
criticise these schools. The order was good, the scholars rendering 
a willing and not forced obedience. The instruction was thorough 
and practical, There was a precision and nicety in the various 
recitations and especially in reading that was truly commendable. 
No careless, hap-hazard performances were allowed. There was a 
class of large boys in attendance of the ages of 18, 20 and 21. If 
many others in town of these ages would attend and help keep a 
good school as these did, they would confer a lasting benefit both 
upon themselves and the community. A very interesting paper 
was read at the closing examination of the Winter term. 


Dist. No. 6. There were two very good schools in this district: 
The first term was taught by Miss L. Mabel Lane, and the second 
by Miss Mary L. J. Brown, both of whom were systematic and 
faithful teachers. A fair degree of progress in the various branch- 
es taught was the result of their labors. A class of young scholars 
at the closing examination of the Summer term, performed their 
part very admirably indeed. Nota tardy mark in the Summer, 
and only four in the Winter. 


Dist. No. 7. Miss Emma A, Faulkner, teacher for the year. She 
entered upon her duties with much enthusiasm, determined to do 
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her duty and keep a good school. We think she succeeded in do- 
ing this. Larmony appeared to prevail, and good improvement 
was made in the various branches of study. Due notice uf the 
closing examination of the Winter School was sent to the commit- 
tee, but much to his regret it failed to reach him in season to at- 
tend. A feeling of sadness was thrown over the school by the 
sickness and death of little Charles W. Faulkner, brother to the 
teacher. 


Dist. No. 8. Both terms of this School were taught by Miss 
Emma 8. Friak. It was the beginning of her school-teaching. We 
trust it may be only the beginning, for she evidently has the quali- 
ties of a good teacher. The scholars appeared to reciprocate her 
kindness, respect her for her firmness, and labor with her for the 
promotion of order and the prosperity of the school. Where this 
union of feeling exists, improvement and general good results must 
follow. 


Dist. No. 9. The summer term was taught by Miss Carrie 8. 
Whitcomb. This school appeared very well whenever visited by 
the committee. The teacher endeavered, we tlrink, to do her best, 
and commendable improvement was made by the scholars. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Kate KH. Lombard. She 
is a fine teacher ; her methods of instruction are good, and shu la- 
bored earnestly for the welfare of her pupils. While the school 
may be classed as a good one, there were a few scholars who failed 
to come up to the mark and submit themselves to that rigid disci- 
pline and close study which alone insures success. There was no 
insubordination, but a little carelessness and inattention, —little 
things they may be called, but effectual barriers to improvement, 
The school-house is perhaps the poorest in town and no credit to 
the district. ‘A word to the wise,” Xe. 


Dist. No. 10. The Summer and Winter terms were respectively 
taught by Miss Cora F. Lombard and Mrs. Alice M. Adams, ex- 
perienced, able and efficient teachers. They labored faithfully, 
and the scholars generally made good improvement. ‘he instruc- 
tion was emineutly practical, not confined to text books, but ap- 
plied, as it should be, to the various callings and pursuits of life. 
While the conduct of most of the pupils was praise-worthy and all 
that could be desired, there were two or three of the larger boys 
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who needed to be frequently reminded of their duties, Such schol- 
ars little realize the grief they cause the teacher, or the injury 
they inflict upon themselves and the school. 


Dist. No. 11. Grammar School. The Summer term was 
managed with eminent success by Miss Abbie A. Gould. She had 
taught in the district four terms previous to this, always success- 
fully. She is an energetic, thorough and accomplished teacher, 
and withal a good disciplinarian. Whenever visited. we found a 
good school, scholars iu their places, wide awake and studious, les- 
sons generally well recited, well understood, answers clear and un- 
equivocal, and a disposition generally on the part of the scholars to 
co-operate and labor with the teacher for the common good. Under 
these circumstances there must be decided improvement. The “roll 
of honor” consisted of 27 pupils who were neither absent nor tardy. 

Miss Gould was urgently solicited by the Prudential committee 
to take charge of the Winter term, but declining to do so, they se- 
cured the services of Mr. A. W. Townsend of Hanover, a member 
of Dartmouth College. Mr. T. came highly recommended, and 
proved himself to be a person of gentlemanly deportment, a fine 
scholar and a good teacher. But being young,—lacking somewhat 
in energy perhaps,—and having had but little experience in teach- 
ing, he commenced with too slack a hand, and failed to secure that 
order which is requisite for the success of any school. He natu- 
rally supposed that large boys, attending the highest grade of 
school in town, ought to know enough to demean themselves with 
_ propriety without being compelled to do so by a master. 

The closing examination was passably good, though no special 
preparation had been made for it. But it was evident the improv- 
ment for the term was not what it should have been, 

There were 109 cases of tardiness,—only two less than the 
whole number of all the other Winter schools in town. 

We think the experience of the term will be a decided benefit to 
the teacher. We hope it may be to the District. 


Primary Department. Both terms of this school were under 
the instruction of Miss Julia A. Blanding, the popular teacher of 
the preceeding term. It is seldom that a school is so thoroughly 
taught, so judiciously managed in every respect, and ‘so fruitful in 
good results, as was this. Decided progress was made in the right 


a 
direction, and universal satisfaction was given. She taught also in 
the Fall a select school five weeks in length, having thirty-seven 
scholars. 

{n its system of graded schools this District has advantages 
possessed by no other District in town. We hope its citizens may 
recognize this fact, appreciate these advantages, and by a generous 
confidence in their schools, unitedly Jabor for their own and the 
common good to make them what they legitimately may be,—their 
pride and their glory. ; 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

From the foregoing special reports and the annexed tables, we 
deduce the following : 

The 24 terms of our 12 schools, together with the 2 terms of’ se- 
lect school, have been taught by 16 different teachers, 11 of whom 
belong to Swanzey. The entire number have labored faithfully, 
with varying degrees of success, but generally in a manner quite 
satisfactory to all concerned. There have been no absolute fail- 
ures, and with one exception an unusual degree of harmony has 
prevailed. | 

The whole number of different scholars attending school has 
been 875, which is 20 J/ess than last year, while the average at- 
tendance has been 8 greater than last year. Number of scholars 
not absent one half day in Summer, 182; in Winter, 101. Num- 
ber not tardy in Summer, 276; in Winter, 243. Number neither 
absent nor tardy in Summer, 118, in Winter, 89. 

Tardiness is the exception in all our schools and exceedingly rare 
in most of them,—a decided change from thirty or forty years ago. 
Then, in many schools at least, scholars came scattering in at any 
time during the session, and no note was made of the fact ; now it 
is expected that every scholar without a good, excuse will be in 
his seat at the commencement of school exercises. But while great 
improvement has been made in this respect, there is still room for 
more. _ 

Believing as we do that frequent changes in text books are un- 
advisable, no change has been made or recommended the past 
year. At the same time we think there are text books both on 
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Grammar and Geography which are preferable to those now in use 
in our schools; and it may be well soon to make the exchange in 
at least one of these studies. 

We think that in most of our schools there should be more ele- 
mentary instruction, more defining of words, more practical exam- 
ples and familiar illustrations in connection with the various reci- 
tations, and a less rigid adherance to book questions on the part 
of the teacher. There should be more freedom on the part of the 
pupils in asking questions and a greater effort made for a thorough 
understanding of ail that is passed over. 

The Dictionary is too rare a book in all our schools. Every 
scholar of suitable age should have one and make it his daily com- 
panion during life. 

Vocal music is practiced in only a very few of our district 
schools. Why should it not be inall? A few moments devoted 
to it each day would give a pleasing exercise, attractive to all chil- 
dren, would tend to promote harmony and good feeling, would be 
beneficial in many respects, injurious in none. 

So much is said at the present. time against the inculcation of 
sectarian tenets in the public schools that there is danger of going 
to the opposite extreme and neglecting the moral training of our 
scholars. This error should be guarded against. Our boys (and 
girls too, perhaps) will soon be called to fill responsible stations in 
the State and nation. And never was there a louder call than the 
present for persons of stern integrity and incorruptible morality to 
fill these places. As lovers of our country and of humanity, or act- 
ing in self-defense, even, for our own private interests, we should 
see to it that this branch of education is not neglected. The spirit 
of our Constitution requires it, and no proposed amendment to that 
instrument will lesson the responsibility of instructors in this re- 
spect, or relieve them from the duty heretofore imposed upon them. 
Our teachers being almost exclusively females, are peculiarly 
adapted to give this kind of instruction Not informal lectures, 
but interwoven with the daily lessons, as opportunities present 
themselves, the faithful teacher may implant correct principles and 
make those good impressions on the plastic mind that will never 
be effaced. 

The past has been the Centennial year of our nation’s history, 
and at the great international Exhibition at Philadelphia we were 
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pleased to see our own State so wel] represented in things pertain- 
ing to literature as well as to art. Her models of school-houses, 
specimens of books, maps, charts, school furniture, apparatus, Xc., 
compared favorably with similar exhibits from other States and 
countries, while they told also in a striking manner of the rapid 
progress that has been made in science during the last hundred 
years. As we have entered upon the second century of our na- 
tional existence, let us, fellow citizens, do what we can in behalf of 
popular education,—to promote the interests of our Common 
Schools,—to make coming generations wiser, better, happier 
than the past. ALONZO A. WARE, 
Superintending School Committee. 
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DISTRICTS, : . ; ; fore ye lie (Vs oe Vids V es V1 (VITUS IX eae ey 
Length of School in weeks, é 5 9 i 11 11 8 1] 10 | 10 8 10 “42.7 a 
Whole number of pupil 0s 61 | 11 |17 $99 | 15 | 26 | 14 | 27 | 23 a | 0 
Mateipos a Se SRE ECE ERICA: Dee pst 02 aoe ees ee ee ero fd GS nag la 

UA sg Sh ee ls oneal PR ew pcan Se ieee ghee ak aiieeel DARE Deedee 

Average attendance, . : : ; 8.4 | 50.18) 10.30] 14 .75}19.50 13. ie 27.33 |12.15 124, 53 | 20.71} vi ee ‘8 90 
Number of pupils over 15 years, . . ares, 0 5 9 3 aa ee 3 | 23 
Number of tardinesses,. ; : | 27 9 3 4 7 | , 10 4 11 | 0 18 1109 1s 18 
Number not absent one-half day, . : 1 20 7 DAR oe 0 4 pepe ake 05), | SPs PTI best ( 
Number not tardy, . : : : 3, 56 9 | 16 18 11 19 7 | 7 MNS tod A: 19 | 42 
Number neither absent nor tardy, . : 1 | 20 | 6 2 6 4 ! 6 4 | 15 5 se se 
Number of visits by Supt. Commmittee, Pd pee 2 | 1 3 7 fais eed agian ee | 2 | 3 5. | 4 
Number of vi its by Prudential Committee, 1 2 0 iF i y es ara AU | 0 1 ] 6 | 3 
Number of visits by Citizens and others, | 21 | 31 | 23 94232 423 23 te 18 | 36 | 23 | 50 | 54 
Wagesof Teacher per mo. including board,|$23 ; 40 | 20 | 28 | 28 | 24 | 30 | 22 | 28 | 28 | 48 | 34 
Reading and Spelling, , , : 11 | 61 ries hy ao 15 | 26 | 14 | 27 | 23 | 50 | 56 
Penmanship, , : : : : 4 | 40 5 | 6 iB | 15 16 5 17 18 14 26 | 
Arithmétig as uc met 5 38 | 8 |10 | 20 | 13 | 16 ; 8 | 19 | 19 | 50 | 86 
Geography, . : j : y : faa? | 5 | l 13 | 9 8 | 6 11 11 23 | 13 
Grammarsgee cp Bags b OWE On| Se | 6 | 2 138 | 0 
Cot pouifinnasiese ea aS | 0! 10 | i pe 7 | clo 1aee le OMe Otel te ae) | 0 
Other: Studlasee ens ot ee O14 Fato. bse fo eciat 1-2 ome = Bet pee 


* Grammar School. { Primary Schooi. 
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TABLE IV. 


















































Number of | Av. Attend. |Amount to each|Am’t to each 

anes Scholars. | for the year. | District. Scholar. 
No. 1. 15 11921 |-$ 105.59... |.$7°04 
No. 2. 62 50 25 265 28 4 28 
No. 3. 14 11 12 100 13 7 15 
No. 4. 19 14 26 94 84 4 99 
No. 5. 27 18 05 144 85 5 36 
No. 6..: 1Gee LS Ol 87 48 5 47 
No. 7. 30 21 99 143 38 4 78 
No. 8 14 11 33 86 47 6 18 
No. 9 QT 23 39 125 10 4 68 
No. 10 24 20 76 156 60 6 52 
No. 11 127 | 96 87 463 82 3 65 

875 | 293 14 | $1778 54 | $4 73 
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